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Fibonacci’s Flowers, Cochlear Aurora Photography Competition by RMSC Y11 student Jessica Bottcher

In this photograph, we see the purple flower clusters of the Wisteria Sinensis. Looking closely at its flowers, we 
notice that each one has 5 petals; 1 large spade-shaped petal and 4 smaller petals folded over each other.

(Read the full story on page 21)
 

Diary Dates

 
December 13   2.15pm   Students dismissed, end of term 4 2019
December 17   Online  SACE results available
January 28    8.30am Students commence term 1 2020
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Principal’s Report
By Sandy Richardson

Principal’s Report
 
As the year draws to a close I would like to thank the school community for your support and 
the staff for their commitment to our school priorities in improving the learning outcomes of our 
students. 

This term we have focussed on celebrating the many accomplishments and achievements of 
our students.  The recent Year 12 Graduation and Awards Evening was a truly spectacular 
event, with over 200 Year 12 students being presented with their Graduation certificates at 
Bonython Hall, Adelaide University. Congratulations to the Year 8-12 award recipients and the 
graduating class of 2019.

Thank you to the families, carers and staff who came along to celebrate the Year 12 Special 
Education Campus Leavers Dinner, which was held at the Mawson Lakes Watershed December 
5. I was delighted to present our students with their Year 12 Graduation certificates and it was 
wonderful to see the students accepting them with such pride. We wish our Year 12 student 
graduates every success in their future endeavours.

The Year 10 IB MYP Graduation ceremony will be held at school on Wednesday December 
11. The families of year10 graduating students have been invited to attend. I hope you will be 
able to join us. 

Our year 8 and 9 students will be involved in Round Table Presentations in the last week of 
term where they present their years’ work to a panel of teachers, peers, parents and caregivers. 
Again I hope to see many of our families of year 8 and 9 students at these round table 
presentations. 

Our annual Special Education Campus Concert was held on Thursday November 28 and it was 
fantastic to finally see our students performing their final pieces in front of a very full community 
audience, after the many weeks of rehearsals. 

Presentation Assemblies will be held in the last week of term to celebrate the academic 
achievement of our students in the Girls’ Education and Co-Education Campuses and to 
farewell our School Leavers in the Special Education Campus. On the last day we will hold a 
whole school assembly to present special some awards, the Term 4 House Shields, overall 
Champion House Cup and our annual Roma’s Got Talent Competition. 

On behalf of the Roma Mitchell Secondary College community I would like to thank the staff 
members who are completing their contract positions with us, and make special mention of 
Patricia Leslie and John Pualic, who are retiring after many years of service in public education, 
and, Fred Jarrett and Chloe Harrington who are leaving to take up other positions. We thank 
them for their dedication to our school and wish them all the best for their future endeavours.

This is also my last year as Principal of Roma Mitchell Secondary College, as I have been 
appointed to the position of Education Director commencing 2020. This is a significant 
opportunity to continue to develop my leadership skills and to share my expertise with other 
principals.

I have thoroughly enjoyed leading and working in partnership with the staff, students and the 
school community over the past eleven years. This has been a very difficult decision as I have 
built significant relationships with staff and families. In particular, I’d like to thank members of the 
current and previous Governing Council, as I feel their guidance has helped shape the college 
into a school of choice.
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I’d also like to thank my colleagues from the Torrens Partnership and the North East Secondary 
Principals Network (NESPN) for their advice and support over the years and wish them all the 
best for 2020 and beyond.

I will look forward to seeing the continued progress of the college, particularly with the pending 
infrastructure developments and enrolments of Year 7 students in 2022. 

In closing, I wish you all the very best for the rest of the year and the festive season.
 

Sandy Richardson 
Principal

Middle Years student excels in the VIVA SA All Schools Games

Hannah Mills from Y8CF competed in the VIVA SA All Schools Games in early November.  The 
VIVA SA All Schools Games is the premier Schools Athletics competition on the calendar and in 
doing so it acts as the selection trial for the Australian All Schools Championships.

Hannah can run, jump and throw, her results were -

Hurdles - 7th
Discus - 7th
Javelin - 6th
Long Jump - 8th
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By Lorraine Securo

Curriculum Report

Roma Mitchell Secondary College has a focus on providing students with a rich educational 
experience that will enable our students to reach their full potential enabling them to engage 
productively in our changing world.  

Senior school students began the 2019 school year with enthusiasm and commitment to the 
challenges of a very busy and important year whilst Middle School students continued with their 
IB MYP courses. The Personal Project Expo saw the completion of a wide range of Project Topics 
that showcased the depth and spread of student ability in their chosen field.  

Following on from the successful accreditation of the school as an International Baccalaureate 
Middle Years Program (IB MYP) school, we achieved another milestone for the school by 
becoming one of only four public schools in South Australia to win a grant to implement the IB 
Diploma Program. It was an indicator in the confidence of the wider community and the Education 
department of our continued efforts to provide the best possible education for all of our students. 

In 2019, we held regular Curriculum Committee meetings involving parents, teachers and students 
throughout the year. The Committee plays an important role in giving feedback and making 
suggestions about a range of curriculum issues, including Special Education, SACE support for 
parents and students, our IB MYP, Aboriginal Cultural Perspectives and Languages.

Parents want to know how their son and daughter are progressing in their subjects, while there 
is still time to complete work and improve the end of Term grade.  As a school, we report to 
students and parents at regular intervals. These include Midterm reviews, end of term grades and 
other assessments during the year such as NAPLAN and PAT R and M. Teachers analyse these 
data sets to identify strategies to support students to succeed with their learning Teachers in all 
areas spend a considerable amount of time talking with students about how they could improve 
in their subject.

Our Year 9 teachers and leaders were very pleased with how well our year 9 students approached 
the National Assessment Program-Literacy and Numeracy tests.  This year, we saw an overall 
improvement in results which is a testimony to the way our students approach their work. As a 
school, we work together to analyse the results and plan whole school, year level and individual 
student plans for improvement and extension. Our results indicated growth in all areas of the 
NAPLAN.

One of the biggest challenges facing high school students is developing the organisational and 
independent study skills needed to complete all their assignments. Some students need extra 
help with this and our school offers a number of after school opportunities for students to get 
some help with assignments or prepare for tests including: Homework Club in the Library and the 
Taikurrinthi Aboriginal Education Center.  
 
We have close working relationships with the Smith Family and UniSA. Both of these organisations 
work with us to supporting our students with PLP and Research project, subject counselling and 
Homework Club.  

Throughout the year students had a range of opportunities to showcase their work. In years 8 
and 9 students engaged in Round Table discussions, in year 10 students present their Personal 
projects at an EXPO and in the SACE students displayed their work in competitions such as the 
Royal Adelaide Show Photography competition. 

Our Performing Arts students this year excelled in the Dinner Theatre and the Musical, Bye Bye 
Birdie. The Dance Performance and Dinner Theatre was well received - thankyou to all who were 
involved with making these Performances happen.  
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I would like to thank students, staff, old scholars and our partner organisations for their 
ongoing work and determination in ensuring that our students at Roma Mitchell Secondary 
College receive every opportunity to achieve success in their studies. 

Celebration of Achievement

Congratulations to Maitri Sheth for receiving an Award for outstanding Academic Achievement 
in Hindi Continuers Language Stage 1 and Keya Patel who received an award of Merit for 
year 9 Hindi at the School of Languages Celebration of Achievement.

The Awards were presented at Bonython Hall, Univeristy of Adelaide in November. Both girls 
take the classes after school hours at Roma Mitchell Secondary College. Classes are run by 
teachers from the School of Languages in a number of community Languages here at the 
school. Language classes held here are Hindi, Persian and Arabic. If you are interested in 
further information about languages offered by the School of Languages at Roma Mitchell 
Secondary College, please contact the Assistant Principal for Languages or myself.

Maitri Sheth received an Award for outstanding Academic Achievement in Hindi 
Continuers Language Stage 1 and Keya Patel who received an award of Merit 
for Year 9 Hindi at the School of Languages Celebration of Achievement.
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By Lynley Johnston

Special Education Campus Report

On December 15 we held our Special Education Leavers Dinner at The Watershed Function 
Centre and Café. It was fantastic to see so many of our Year 12 students and their families 
join together to celebrate and acknowledge the achievements of our students as they complete 
their secondary schooling. I would like to thank Mark Agius for joining us for the Welcome to 
Country and Chris Abbott addressed the audience. I would like to thank all of the school and 
community members for making the event a memorable one for our students. Particular thanks 
go to Alison Pazios for her effort in organising the event and Paul Simpson for his photography 
and preparation of the photo display on the night.

We celebrated the achievements of Chris Abbott at the whole school graduation assembly at 
Bonython Hall on 28 November. Chris won the Senior Progress Award which recognises his 
effort and accomplishments during his time at Roma Mitchell Secondary College. Congratulations 
also goes to Ali Shah who was awarded the Roma Mitchell Medal at Bonython Hall, a deserving 
recipient who has always demonstrated the school values of Respect, Diversity and Excellence 
in all that he does. 

The end of year concert is always an entertaining event and this year was no exception. With 
10 performances on the day, there was a wide range of entertainment which included drama, 
singing and dancing. The Multi-Purpose Hall looked amazing with student artwork displayed; 
I am always impressed by the range of skills our students have and the display show cased 
this well. A very special thank you to Paul Simpson for his effort in preparing the hall for the 
performances and to Rebecca Hill for her support and organisation of the classes and their 
rehearsals.

As this is our final newsletter of the year I would like to thank all of the caregivers for their 
continued support throughout the year. I would like to acknowledge all of the students for a 
year of hard work and positive attitude to the wide range of activities they have participated in 
throughout the year. 

I and the rest of the Special Education team would like to wish all of our students and their 
caregivers a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.
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Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander Education Report
By David King

Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander Education Report

The year is rapidly coming to a close and as always it has been a busy start to the term. At the 
beginning of the term we had the pleasure of meeting all of our Year 7 students coming from 
over 11 primary schools when they attended transition day. The day was a big success with 
students completing some contemporary art designs, cooking some Johnny Cakes, making 
lunch and getting to create a design using the 3D printers. Next year is looking like being 
one of the biggest Aboriginal cohorts that RMSC has ever had with 26 Aboriginal students 
attending.
 

Last week the Aboriginal Education team hosted the final parent evening for the year. The 
weather couldn’t have been better, this was represented by the large amount of families 
who attended. Again, it is great to see so many of our families attend parent evenings and 
its fantastic to see more new families join the RMSC community.
 
It has been a successful year for the Aboriginal Education in 2019, there have been someof 
staff changes and each new team member has adjusted seamlessly. We look forward to 
seeing everybody in 2020. Have a safe and happy break.
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Girls’ Education Campus 2019 Dux’s

Congratulations to our year level Campus Dux’s pictured below Roothy Bulathwaththe, 
Deepkamal Kaur, Asshna Pant, Sangna Joshi and Olivia Smith-Munro.  The girls and their 
families attended the Y12 Graduation and Awards Ceremony held at Bonython Hall. Olivia 
and her family were a late apology to attend.

It was a great night with a highlight being the return of past student Chloe Dzeigo as the 
guest speaker.  Chloe graduated in 2016 and delivered an inspirational speech and we really 
appreciated her passion and honesty. 
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Girls getting creative

Textiles 

In Textiles, year 9 girls designed hand embroidered drawstring bags and personalised them 
using decorative techniques such as applique, patchwork, stencilling or embroidery. Alisa Noble, 
a student from 9GG, created a bag and decorated it with hand embroidery (below).

 

Round Tables

In the last week of this term students from year 8 and year 9 presented their Round Table 
discussions to a panel. This includes presenting their years’ work to a panel including The Mayor 
Claire Boan and Cr Mark Basham from The City of Port Adelaide Enfield.  Susan Close MP - 
Member of the South Australian Parliament for Port Adelaide also sat on the panel.

Below, Girls’ Education Campus Y12 graduates enjoying 
the Y12 Graduation Ceremony & Awards Evening at Bonython Hall, November 21
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Senior Years Report
By Pepe Bouzalas 

Co-Education Campus Senior Years Report
Campus Assembly

The Co-Education campus assembly held on Wednesday November 13 provided an 
opportunity for us to learn about upcoming events for term 4 and celebrate the achievements 
and performances of our students. 

Year 11 Prefect students Jessica Bottcher, Dylan Gray, Oscar Puz and Kwina Patel hosted 
this assembly. 

The program for the assembly included
• Heads of Campus report presented by Pepe Bouzalas and Hamish McDonald;
• Music item “Happy for You” performed by Y11 Aubrey Asanon and Y11Caitlyn Hale 
• Principal report presented by Sandy Richardson and
• General information about International Students provided by Melissa Weinert

Year 10 Personal Learning Plan (PLP) Round Table Discussions

Year 10 students completed their Personal Learning Plan (PLP) round table discussion task 
on Friday October 31. The PLP subject supports student’s plan for their future, including the 
subjects they will study in years 11 and 12. Students discussed their work and reflections on 
learning’s with confidence to teachers and parents. I would like to thank the students, staff and 
parents who participated in this valuable curriculum activity. 

Year 11 Exams and Year 11 to Year 12 Transition Program

Year 11 students have completed their end of year exams and teachers provided the 
opportunity to review assessment tasks and exams. 

Year 11 students will commence year 12 on Monday December 2 2019. Students will benefit 
greatly from having an additional two weeks to complete their year 12 courses. It gives 
students a head start for the challenge of year 12. 

To support students in this transition from year 11 to year 12 students will be participating in 
a transition day. The purpose of the day is to prepare the students for the demands of year 
12 with an emphasis on wellbeing and pathways planning. The day will be hosted by Flinders 
University at their Tonsley campus. 

Year 12 Memento Top, Year book and SACE Results Release Day

Year 12 students can collect their year 12 memento top and year book from the Library any 
time between 9.00 am until 10.30 am on Friday December 13 2019.

The date for students to access their SACE results online is on December 17 2019. Staff will 
be available at the school from 9.00 am until 1.00 pm to support students and parents with 
any queries regarding Stage 2 SACE results including how to access results, discuss bonus 
points and possible changes to University and TAFE pathways. 

Pepe Bouzalas
Head of Senior Years
Co-Education Campus
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Co-Education Campus Middle Years Report

With only a few weeks to go before the school year ends, I would like to encourage all parents 
to support their son/daughter to make every effort with both their attendance and work effort 
right up to the very end.  Even though it feels like the year is winding down, staff are having 
conversations to prepare and assist students in facing the 2020 school year and the new 
learning challenges that await them.  Staff are now commencing their learning achievement 
reports, and students can still see some positive achievement recorded. 
 
In the past few weeks our school community has celebrated the graduation of our senior 
students as well as recognised the efforts and achievements of some students who have 
excelled throughout the year in their school work.  These students were recognised with our 
prestigious DUX award for years 8 and 9.  

I would like to make mention and congratulate them on their achievement this year.  
Year 8 - Jennaai Wadiaa and Year 9  - Radman Raeiezabadi

You will find pictures and award listings in this newsletter.

Year 8 and 9 Round tables

As mentioned in the recent letter sent home, the Pastoral Care Program and final assessment 
task for this year will be their ‘Round Table Presentation.’ Each student, along with a supporting 
parent/carer will attend for their son/daughter’s presentation.  The Round Table meetings will 
take place in the Co-Education Library and we ask students to arrive in their full uniform 15 
mins before their allocated time.  A reminder - students do not have normal lessons and only 
come to school to make their presentation.

Key dates for the Round tables are -

Year 8 students Tuesday December 10 – 8am to 5pm
Year 9 students Thursday December 12 – 8am to 5pm

Transition Day

Transition Day was an important event for our school community to welcome our new 2020 
Year 8 students to Roma Mitchell Secondary College.  These students come from a large 
number of different schools and were able to get a taste of what it will be like to be at high 
school.  Many enjoyed the experience and shared how much fun the day was with their 
parents and teachers at the end of the day.

End of Year Items to Return

An important reminder to all parents and students that we require the following items to be 
returned to the school before Friday December 13 -

• Stay at school laptops (return to their lockers and data backed up to an external USB)
• Borrowed text books
• Items on loan from the library, such as any IT items or novels/books
• Any loaned uniform items (please return to your Year Level Manger to be signed off or 

invoices will be issued for replacement items)
• Sports equipment
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Co-Education Campus Middle Years Report

These items are asked to be returned so we can have enough resources ready for next year.  
Students leaving before the end of the term are reminded that these should be returned as a 
matter of priority.  A reminder to parents that if you are planning to take holidays before the 
end of the year, you are required to complete an “Exemption” form available from the Student 
Services Office.

Finally, I would like to take this opportunity to wish you all a very relaxing holiday and look 
forward to seeing everyone in the New Year. 

Hamish McDonald
Head of Campus - Middle Years
Co-Education

Prefects Report

On October 1, two Roma Mitchell Secondary College Head Prefects, Jason Lor and Sangna 
Joshi attended the Secondary School Student Representatives Reception at the Government 
House. 

They were specially invited to Government House along with many other student leaders from 
various schools. They had the honour of meeting South Australia's Governor, His Excellency, 
Hieu Van Le and his wife, Mrs Lan Le. The event provided them the opportunity meet His 
Excellency, and to converse with him as well as theother student leaders regarding various 
different aspects of schooling and the education system. They also got the opportunity to 
explore the government house and take photos.

Prefects Report
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Two students from RMSC won awards in 
an international essay writing competition. 
 
 
The Art Writer Award for High School 
Students is an essay contest run by the 
University of Tsukuba (Japan). The contest 
gives high school students the opportunity 
to develop the ability to convey their ideas 
and think about art in their own words, and 
develop the connection between art and 
themselves. 

This year the university accepted English 
essays for the first time. We are proud to 
announce that two RMSC students were 
winners. In fact, they were the only winners 
from Australia! Congratulations to Year 11 
student Meenakshi Pramod Nair who was 
one of only four students who won an 
Award for Excellence for her essay titled 
"Toska", and Year 10 student Aida Rasekhi 
who was one of only seven winning 
entrants for her essay titled "My journey 
back to art".

Below is an extract from Aida’s prize 
winning essay. 

Like most children I grew up creating little drawings with crayons, pencils and water colour. I 
recreated my favourite cartoons and TV shows or drew my family and stuck it on the fridge. It was 
very fun and amusing for me. One of the most memorable moments as a young artist was when 
I watched my grandfather draw a fabulous autumn tree with beautiful colours. I asked him to draw 
me on the tree and so he did. That was when I deeply wished to be as good as him in drawing 
and badly wanted to improve. However, when school started that interest and creativity slowly faded 
away and became non-existent. I experienced many hardships through those years of my childhood, 
hence there was no room for creativity to flourish.  However, when I reached high school, I got the 
opportunity to be involved in many programs that tried to bring out my inner creativity and build 
independence and leadership. This program was student lead and consisted of groups that each 
focused on a certain aspect of the school to improve on. My group, in which I was the leader of, 
was responsible for the aesthetic of our school. My group and I designed a tree with handprints as 
the leaves that symbolised our school and community. This opportunity allowed me to return to that 
childhood artist that I was.

After that experience, I realised how much I missed painting and drawing. The feelings of excitement 
and enjoyment of art returned. I started doing more art and be more creative. Art helped me relax 
and escape into another reality when I was stressed out by school and the pressures of the world. 
It was in a way a type of meditation.  Shortly after that, an opportunity for improvement rose up. We 
were given a year to do a personal project of choice. I chose to improve my art in that year and I 
took this task very seriously. I poured my heart into the task and strived for improvement. I dedicated 
myself to this task and focused on portraits and tried to communicate emotions or opinions through 
my art. By the end of it I realised I had made a drastic improvement and I was very happy about the 
outcome. These experiences allowed me to return to art and practise being creative once again.
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AWARDS PRESENTED AT BONYTHON HALL STUDENT YEAR
DUX YEAR 8 GIRLS’ EDUCATION CAMPUS ROOTHY BULATHWATHTHE 8GB
DUX YEAR 8 CO-EDUCATION JENNAAI WADIAA 8CG
DUX YEAR 9 GIRLS’ EDUCATION CAMPUS DEEPKAMAL KAUR 9GB
DUX YEAR 9 CO-EDUCATION RADMAN RAEIEZABADI 9CA
DUX YEAR 10 GIRLS’ EDUCATION CAMPUS AASHNA PANT 10GG
DUX YEAR 10 CO-EDUCATION THOMAS TA 10CE
DUX YEAR 11 GIRLS’ EDUCATION CAMPUS OLIVIA SMITH-MUNRO 11GC
DUX YEAR 11 CO-EDUCATION MADELYN SMITH 11CC
DUX  YR 12 GIRLS' EDUCATION SANGNA JOSHI 12GA
DUX  YR 12 CO-EDUCATION DEVANSH PATEL 12CC
THE MAKIN HUMANITARIAN AWARD ANASTASIA IKAHIHIFO 12GB
THE ANGELA GILES AWARD ABORIGINAL 
EDUCATION

MADDY MITCHELL 12CA

LONG TAN LEADERSHIP AWARD YR 10 AASHNA PANT 10GG
LONG TAN LEADERSHIP AWARD YR 12 JASON LOR 12CB
CALTEX ALLROUNDER SAN DINH 12CB
SCHOOL AWARD SUSAN CLOSE MP LATIFA HAKIMI 12GB
CITIZENSHIP AWARD FROM R SANDERSON MP YOUSRA YOUNES 12GB
RMSC MEDAL CO EDUCATION CAMPUS JEMMAH RATTLEY 12CE
RMSC MEDAL GIRLS' EDUCATION CAMPUS LATIFA HAKIMI 12GB
RMSC MEDAL SPECIAL EDUCATION CAMPUS ALI SHAH SC12
INNOVATION AWARD FROM DANA WORTLEY 
MP

ZHENGMU LI 12CB

FLOREY MUSIC AWARD FRANCES BEDFORD 
MP

 OLIVE SCHAFFER 11GC

Aw
ard W

inners 2019
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SUBJECT AWARDS 2019 PRESENTED AT BONYTHON HALL STUDENT
Ancient Studies Adelle Sison
Biology Rudraksh Gupta
Business & Enterprise Aman Polara
Chemistry Rudraksh Gupta
Child Studies Olivia Mill
Creative Arts Maddy Mitchell
English Ria Ermac
English Literary Studies Vaidehi Shah
Essential English Naomi Karanja
Food & Hospitality Stella Dotteo
General Mathematics Sangna Joshi
Health Kodie Bartsch
Information Processing & Publishing IPP Helen Tran
Japanese Continuers Nhu An Le
Materials Products - Textiles Sadiya  Rahimi
Maths Methods Devansh Patel
Music Explorations Amy Southwell
Music Performance Solo &  Ensemble Jemmah Rattley
Outdoor Education Olivia Mill
Physical Education Jayden Tong
Physics Devansh Patel
Psychology Adelle Sison
Research Project Sadiya  Rahimi
Scientific Studies Emily Wilson
Specialist Maths Devansh Patel
Society & Culture Aman Polara
Visual Arts - Design Ria Ermac
Womens' Studies Mia Gibb
Workplace Practices Latifa Hakimi
MODIFIED SACE SUBJECTS SPEC ED CAMPUS
English Bella Nannup
Mathematics Feifei Yin
Health & Physical Education Ahmad Nazari
Creative Arts Aidan Wadsworth
Business & Enterprise Chloe Stubbings
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Above, Y12 subject award winners and below, RMSC Medal Recipients
Please refer to precvious pages for a full listing of the students.
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Congratulations to all the award winners and the RMSC 
year 12 Graduates
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Congratulations to all the award winners and the RMSC 
year 12 Graduates
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Dinner Theatre – Same Room Different Story 

The last Senior Drama performance for the year was Same Room Different Story, presented 
as Dinner Theatre, in conjunction with Ms. Overell’s Kitchen Operations VET class. The highly 
emotive play allowed the Stage 1 Drama students to display the development of their realist 
acting skills, and to try out their hand at directing for the first time. 
   

Arts New
s - RM

SC Dinner Theatre
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Planned Study Tour September 2020
to Germany & Italy
Roma Mitchell Secondary College is currently planning a study Tour to Germany and Italy for 
September/October 2020.  Students from years 10 and 11 next year can apply.  

Next year, 2020 August Roma Mitchell Secondary College will be hosting 10 students from 
our sister school in Japan for approximately two weeks.  

We are seeking families to host these students during this time.  We are looking for families 
not only with students studying Japanese, but from all of the school. 

This is a fantastic experience for everyone in the family, not just your school-aged children. 

Please register your interest now by emailing melissa.weinart@rmsc.sa.edu.au

Please submit your expression of interest to Mr Sean Venning via email by 
end of week nine (December 13, 2019) to sean.venning@rmsc.sa.edu.au

Can you host a Japanese student in 
2020?
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SC students

STEM Women Branching Out
Senior Co-Education Campus student a finalist in the 2019 Cochlear Aurora Photography 
Competition

Three RMSC students entered this competition and Y11CB Jessica Bottcher was selected by 
the judging panel as a finalist for the Cochlear Aurora Photo Contest 2019. The photo entered 
is featured on the front page of this newsletter.  Fatemeh Fadaei Fard (left) from Y8GA and 
Shinjini Katiyar from 9GG also entered the competition.  You can view their entries below.

Jessica’s explanation of the image  - Fibonacci’s Flowers 

In this photograph, we see the purple flower clusters of the Wisteria Sinensis. Looking closely 
at its flowers, we notice that each one has 5 petals; 1 large spade-shaped petal and 4 
smaller petals folded over each other. We also notice that each leaf pinnate grows outwards 
in twos. This is no coincidence, in fact, this plant, like many others, follows a numerical pattern 
found throughout the natural world. The Fibonacci Sequence is a sequence of numbers that 
are used to describe a range of phenomena. Each number in the sequence is the sum of 
the two numbers that precede it.
 
The sequence goes, 0,1,1,2,3,5,8,13,21,34,55 and so on
 
The Fibonacci Sequence is seen everywhere in nature from the segmentation of fruits to the 
shape of seashells to the spirals of seeds in sunflowers and pinecones, all of which add up to 
Fibonacci numbers. Just like the Wisteria, most flowers have 3, 5, 13 or 21 petals. Scientists 
believe that plants have evolved to use the Fibonacci Sequence, as it is the most effective 
way to pack as many seeds, leaves or petals as possible into a small space. The ubiquity of 
the Fibonacci Sequence shows that science really is everywhere!

Jessica was awarded fourth place on Tuesday 3 
December 2019 at Flinders University, Bedford Park.  
Congratulations on such a wonderful achievement 
Jessica.

The winning entrant in each of the two prize categories received a $500 prize and her 
School and a $500 reward to further support women in STEM. The prize money for school 
science programs will be spent on science resources, equipment or promotion of girls in 
science/facilitation of opportunities for female science students.
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Senior Health Students clean up our local com
m

unity

War on Waste – Senior Health Students clean up our local community.

Today, we produce 300 million tonnes of plastic waste every year, which is equivalent 
to the weight of the entire human population.

The amount of waste that society is producing annually is quite a scary figure. According 
to the United Nations (2019) more than 1 million drinking bottles are purchased every 
minute, while up to 5 trillion plastic bags are used world-wide. Half of the plastic that 
we use is only intended to be used once. Re-using, reducing and recycling the plastic 
that we use is so vital to the sustainability of our environment. Much of what we use 
ends up in landfill or washed out into our oceans. Unfortunately, when it ends up here, 
it has devastating effects on our ecosystems and wildlife. Many animals and marine life 
mistake the plastic for food, which results in a premature death.  So how can a simple 
community clean up affect change? Well it can, significantly. 

Early this term all 3 senior Health classes together with teachers Tim Davey, Megan 
Butterick, Lauren Daniel, Sam Beales and Mark Blackburn volunteered their time in the 
community to collect litter. They partnered with KESAB, a South Australian organisation 
established in 1966 whose mission is to educate schools, councils, businesses and 
community groups about how to lessen their impact on the environment and better 
dispose of waste. They work with a range of different groups and provide training and 
resources to help reduce our war on waste.

Prior to starting the clean-up, Louise Stewart manager of the Road Watch Program from 
KESAB came and spoke to our students. She helped reinforce the importance of what 
our students were about to undertake but the significance of their contributions to the 
environment.  Collectively our students picked up litter from the back of our school, down 
towards Pooraka Unity Park and along Briens Road heading back towards school. In total 
students collected 12 large hessian bags of litter. The litter mostly consisted of single 
use plastic items like; zip lock bags, glad wrap, chip packets, take away drink containers, 
light weight plastic food containers. Additionally, there was a lot of broken glass bottles, 
cigarette butts, broken car parts like hub caps, mirrors and tyres. Our students were really 
disgusted with much of what they found and couldn’t believe the amount of litter they had 
found. 

We have spent a lot of classroom time talking about the importance of volunteers and 
why it is good to give back to the community for a cause which is larger than themselves. 
Getting students motivated to pick up rubbish was difficult, however once we reflected 
on our efforts all students had a great sense of pride and achievement for what they 
accomplished, knowing that they not only gave back to the community but also help 
reduce the impact their local community has on the environment. Our hope through this 
task is that our students continue to give back to the community and also take positive 
sustainable action with attitudes towards rubbish disposal and recycling.

Megan Butterick & Tim Davey 
Health, Outdoor Education and PE Teachers
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Library Report

Premier’s Reading Challenge Celebration

On Tuesday November 26, the library celebrated those students who completed the Premier’s 
Reading Challenge. Students were awarded a certificate or medal, depending on how many 
years of the challenge they had completed. 

The celebration was attended by many students from the Girls and Coeducation campuses, 
and was a fantastic way to acknowledge their hard work and achievements. Year 12 student, 
Rebekah Curtis, received a Hall of Fame- Reader For Life certificate for completing 13 years 
of the challenge. It is times like this that we remind our students that the PRC does not end at 
primary school, rather, a love for reading extends far beyond these years. Well done to those 
students who completed the challenge this year, and we hope to see even more students 
complete the challenge in 2020. 

RMSC students Muzgan Asifi and Zahra Nazari (below) loved the reading challenge
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Eco-Anxiety

The media coverage of climate change activist, Greta Thunberg, not only helped raise 
awareness of this issue, but it has also instilled fear in many young people. Children around 
the world are feeling overwhelmed by the magnitude of the issue. They are getting caught 
up in a doomsday scenario and collective hysteria that is causing, what is now termed as 
‘eco-anxiety’.

Anecdotal reports suggest that children of all ages, even pre-schoolers, are being treated 
for eco-anxiety by healthcare professionals and psychologists fear that this may lead to a 
learned helplessness or hopelessness.

As parents and care-givers, it is important to understand how best to diffuse a child’s anxiety 
relating to impending environmental disasters. Discussing the known facts and instilling hope 
will give children a clear vision for a positive future. Reassurance about what countries and 
individuals are doing, and what you can do as a family, will go towards helping curb the 
effects of eco-anxiety.

In this Special Report, parents and care givers will be provided with strategies on how to 
approach conversations on environmental issues that are age appropriate. We hope you take 
time to reflect on the information offered in this Special Report, and as always, we welcome 
your feedback.

If you do have any concerns about the wellbeing of your child, please contact the school for 
further information or seek medical or professional help.

Here is the link to your special report https://rmsc.sa.schooltv.me/
wellbeing_news/eco-anxiety
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Finance Report

Friendly Reminder 

Outstanding 2019 Materials and Services Fees and subject fees are required to be paid 
before the end of Term 4
The fourth laptop instalment payment was due on October 25, 2019
 

Payment can be made by direct debit, credit card, eftpos, cash,  or cheque. Payments can 
be made at each Student Services office or over the phone for efpos/credit card payments.
 

DIRECT DEBIT: The school offers direct debit payment plans.  Payments can be made from 
your nominated bank or credit card account. Payments can occur weekly, fortnightly or 
monthly. 

If you think this payment option will assist you in finalising amounts outstanding for school fees 
or laptops please contact the Finance Manager on 8161 4600 to arrange a suitable time to 
set up a direct debit payment plan. 

Families who had a direct debit plan in place to pay the 2019 laptop fees are reminded that 
a new plan will be required to be commenced when the 2020 laptop invoices are issued. If 
you wish to continue paying for your child’s laptop by this method you will need to meet with 
the Finance or Business Manager at the beginning of term 1 next year.

Families who have a direct debit plan that is ‘continue until further notice’ are not required to 
take any further action.

Thankyou to families who have already made payments.
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