
ARTS
Students undertake a specialised study within 
or across 1 or more arts disciplines. 

They actively participate in the development and 
presentation of creative arts products. These may take the 
form of, for example, musicals, plays, concerts, visual art, 
craft and design works, digital media, film and video, public 
arts projects, community performances, presentations and 
installations, and vocal groups or other ensembles.

Students analyse and evaluate creative arts products in 
different contexts and from various perspectives, and gain 
an understanding and appreciation of the ways in which 
creative arts contribute to and shape the intellectual, 
social, and cultural life of individuals and communities.

For more information please contact 
Jo Roberts
Director of Curriculum and Learning, The Arts
joanne.roberts306@schools.sa.edu.au
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�VISUAL ARTS  
YEAR 7

LEVEL Year 7

LENGTH 1 term

CONTENT
Students develop planning skills for 
art-making by exploring techniques 
and processes used by different 
contemporary and traditional artists. 
They learn how to generate ideas from 
sources of inspiration and practice 
practical skill development such as those 
in painting, drawing, photography and 
printmaking to enhance representation 
of ideas in final products. Students 
evaluate and critique the works of 
artist from various time periods and 
art movements, to recognise how 
artist represent a theme, concept or 
idea in their artwork. Students learn a 
variety on technical skills and ways to 
manipulate materials and processes.

IB MYP ASSESSMENT TYPES
•	 Analysis

•	 Final Major Artworks

•	 Folio

PERFORMING ARTS 
YEAR 7

LEVEL Year 7

LENGTH 1 term

CONTENT
Students learn how to combine the 
elements of drama in devised and 
scripted pieces of work to develop roles 
and characters. They understand ideals 
around telling stories within a context. 
They plan, structure and rehearse 
drama, exploring ways to communicate 
and refine dramatic meaning for 
theatrical effect. Students develop their 
choreographic intent by applying the 
elements of dance to structure dance 
pieces using devices and form. They 
practice, rehearse and refine technical 
skills in style-specific techniques and 
extend the combinations of fundamental 
movement skills to explore these dance 
styles. Students perform in groups and 
individually to build on their awareness 
of body articulation and extend their 
understanding of space, time and 
dynamics.

IB MYP ASSESSMENT TYPES
•	 Analysis

•	 Skill Development

•	 Performances

•	 Evaluation

�VISUAL ARTS 
YEAR 8

LEVEL Year 8

LENGTH 1 term

CONTENT
Students develop ways to enhance their 
intentions as artists through exploration 
of how artists use materials, techniques, 
technologies and processes. Students 
design and create and visual solutions 
for selected concepts through a 
variety of visual art forms, including 
Printmaking, Sculpture and Installation 
Art. Students exhibit and curate their 
artworks individually or collaboratively, 
demonstrating how artworks are 
displayed to enhance the intention to an 
audience. They document the evolution 
of selected art styles and relate these 
concepts to their current practice.

IB MYP ASSESSMENT TYPES
•	 Analysis

•	 Final Major Artworks

•	 Folio

ARTS
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MUSIC 
YEAR 8

LEVEL Year 8

LENGTH 1 term

CONTENT
Students work on both practical and 
theory tasks over the course of the 
term exploring the Major scales and 
Primary Chords on instruments of the 
rhythm section: keyboard, guitar, bass 
guitar and drum kit. They participate 
in practical activities demonstrating 
their knowledge and understanding 
on pitched instruments of the rhythm 
section. Students rehearse, refine and 
perform a well-known song on a rhythm 
section instrument as a member of 
the class ensemble. They reflect on 
and evaluate their development of 
knowledge and skills throughout the 
term.

IB MYP ASSESSMENT TYPES
•	 Folio: Analysis, Goal Setting and 

Instrumental Skill Development

•	 Class Band Performance

•	 Evaluation

VISUAL ARTS 
YEAR 9

LEVEL Year 9

LENGTH 1 semester

CONTENT
Student experiment with various 
mediums, adapt techniques to refine 
their personal aesthetic. Through 
responding and critiquing art as both 
artist and audience, students research 
and analyse the characteristics, 
qualities, properties and constraints 
of materials in a range of forms, 
styles, practices. Students manipulate 
processes to make visual artworks 
that are cross-media or cross-form. 
Students make decisions about the 
final display of works to strengthen the 
overall intention. Students investigate 
a range of contemporary and historical 
artist and art movements as sources of 
inspiration to further develop their own 
ideas.

IB MYP ASSESSMENT TYPES
•	 Analysis

•	 Final Major Artworks

•	 Folio

MUSIC 
 YEAR 9

LEVEL Year 9

LENGTH 1 semester

CONTENT
Students explore music styles such 
as: Rock ‘n’ Roll, Hip Hop and Blues. 
They develop skills on an instrument 
of choice, or voice, and engage in 
analysis of modern songs. Students 
perform various repertoire as soloists 
and as class band members, receive 
feedback to improve and reflect on 
their development. Students engage 
in theory and practical activities 
developing musical literacy skills to read 
and write music notation using tools like 
Musescore, GarageBand and Band Lab. 
They write and perform original music.

IB MYP ASSESSMENT TYPES
•	 Solo and Class Band Performances

•	 Song and Style Analysis

•	 Composition

•	 Evaluation

ARTS (continued)
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DANCE  
 YEAR 9

LEVEL Year 9

LENGTH 1 semester

CONTENT
Students devise dance items that 
respond to the world around them. 
They learn technique, composition, 
stage craft and skills for performance. 
They research professional dancers, 
choreographers and dance companies 
from around the world. Students use the 
elements of dance to plan compositions 
to align with selected music pieces, that 
can vary in style and genre.

IB MYP ASSESSMENT TYPES
•	 Investigation

•	 Artistic intention

•	 Performances

•	 Evaluation

DRAMA 
YEAR 9

LEVEL Year 9

LENGTH 1 semester

CONTENT
Students learn how to better 
understand and manipulate expressive 
skills in drama they perform and view.

They study specific interpretation 
techniques that extend the use of voice 
and body movement to sustain belief in 
a variety of characters. They manipulate 
dramatic action to better understand 
dynamics within situations, pertaining 
to a particular narrative. Students 
experiment with idea of mood and 
atmosphere, as well as dramatic symbol 
and modify production elements to suit 
different audiences.

IB MYP ASSESSMENT TYPES
•	 Analysis and Critique

•	 Skill Development

•	 Performances 

•	 Evaluation

MEDIA ARTS
YEAR 9

LEVEL Year 9

LENGTH 1 semester

CONTENT
Students plan and design media 
artworks for a range of purposes, to 
analyse the way in which audiences 
make meaning. Students evaluate how 
technical and symbolic elements are 
manipulated in media artworks, and 
use this as the basis for their editing 
processes. Student understand the 
various uses of manipulation software 
and techniques involved for capturing 
imagery and explore contemporary 
styles of media forms to develop and 
refine media production skills.

IB MYP ASSESSMENT TYPES
•	 Practical camera work

•	 Digital editing

•	 Analysia and critique

•	 Evaluation

ARTS (continued)
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VISUAL ARTS - ART
YEAR 10

LEVEL Year 10

LENGTH 1 semester

CONTENT
Students learn how to manipulate 
materials and processes to develop and 
refine techniques in their artworks. They 
develop and refine their own processes, 
by planning and designing artworks 
that represent their artistic intention. 
Students can select forms of art such 
as painting, drawing, printmaking, 
sculpture and many more. Students 
present ideas for displaying artworks 
and evaluate displays of artworks 
within exhibition spaces. They evaluate 
how representations and imagery 
communicate meaning in works. They 
look at various art movements and 
styles throughout history and apply 
this to modern day contexts. Students 
analyse an artist’s work to generate 
ideas for their own while developing 
their art making process.

IB MYP ASSESSMENT TYPES
•	 Folio

•	 Final Major Artworks

•	 Visual Study

•	 Evaluation

VISUAL ARTS - DESIGN 
YEAR 10

LEVEL Year 10

LENGTH 1 semester

CONTENT
Students study the design elements, 
enabling students to develop skills in 
investigating the evolving practices, 
technologies and concepts involved in 
developing designs to meet the needs of 
a design brief. Through critical reflection 
within the fields of Product, Industrial, 
Environmental, Graphic and Architectural 
design, students will develop a thorough 
understanding of the design process that 
includes researching, idea generation 
and problem solving to generate creative 
solutions that are both practical and 
functional.

IB MYP ASSESSMENT TYPES
•	 Folio

•	 Final Design Products

•	 Visual Study

•	 Evaluation

MUSIC  
 YEAR 10

LEVEL Year 10

LENGTH 1 semester or Full Year

CONTENT
Students develop skills on an instrument 
of choice, including voice, and engage in 
performance, analysis and composition 
of modern songs. They explore music 
genre and style, develop effective 
rehearsals behaviours, perform as 
a soloist and as a band member, 
and evaluate their development as a 
musician. Students learn strategies 
to manage performance anxiety, set 
goals, and enhance their ability to 
apply musical literacy. Through group 
and solo performances, students 
build instrumental and performance 
technique. This course emphasises 
collaboration, critical analysis and 
personal growth through musical 
making.

IB MYP ASSESSMENT TYPES
•	 Solo and Band Performance

•	 Composition

•	 Research and Analysis

•	 Reflection and Evaluation

ARTS (continued)
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LEVEL Year 10

LENGTH 1 semester

SACE CREDITS 10

CONTENT
Students engage in the creative process 
with a focus on dance as their primary 
artistic product. They develop practical 
skills in movement, choreography, 
and performance while exploring 
ideas through experimentation and 
improvisation. Students investigate 
artistic influences and contexts to 
inform their work, and apply safe dance 
practices. They plan, create, and refine 
original dance pieces, often collaborating 
with others. Through evaluation and 
reflection, students refine their creative 
decisions and performance quality. 
The course supports the development 
of confidence, creativity, and an 
understanding of dance as a powerful 
medium for communication and 
expression. This subject will be resulted 
as Creative Arts.

SCHOOL ASSESSMENT TYPES
•	 Product (50%)

•	 Folio (50%)

LEVEL Year 10

LENGTH 1 semester

SACE CREDITS 10

CONTENT
Students explore the process of 
creating, performing, and analysing 
theatrical works. They develop skills in 
improvisation, script development, and 
ensemble collaboration while refining 
voice, movement, and characterisation. 
Throughout the semester, students 
experiment with a range of styles, 
practitioners, and themes, responding 
creatively through drama as their 
primary form. They rehearse and 
present performances, reflect on 
their artistic choices, and evaluate 
their own and others’ work. Students 
also investigate production elements 
such as staging, design, and technical 
aspects to understand how meaning is 
communicated to audiences in diverse 
contexts. This subject will be resulted as 
Creative Arts.

SCHOOL ASSESSMENT TYPES
•	 Product (50%)

•	 Folio (50%)

 
LEVEL Year 10

LENGTH 1 semester

SACE CREDITS 10

CONTENT
Students develop techniques to 
construct new and alternative points of 
view through images, sounds and text. 
They refine use of structured intent and 
character settings, whilst investigating 
genre conventions within compositions.

Students use various editing software 
and programs to analyse the ways 
in which audiences make meaning, 
interact with and share media artworks. 
They evaluate the social and ethical 
implications of media arts within our 
current society.

IB MYP ASSESSMENT TYPES
•	 Practical camera work

•	 Short film

•	 Digital editing

•	 Film Critique

•	 Evaluation

ARTS (continued)

DANCE PERFORMANCE 
YEAR 10 

MEDIA ARTS  
YEAR 10

STAGE PERFORMANCE
YEAR 10
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LEVEL Year 11

LENGTH 1 semester

SACE CREDITS 10 

CONTENT
Students produce backup folios 
that document their learning and 
development of practical skills and 
ideas, in support of their own work of 
art. Students can choose the major 
focus of their work for their practical 
from the following: painting, drawing, 
ceramics, sculpture, printmaking, 
mixed media, fabrication (metal, plastic, 
wood), installation, textiles and many 
more. Students will annotate their 
work to clarify their thinking on artists 
and their works and document art 
making processes. Generation of ideas 
and inspirations from styles and art 
movements, are investigated and linked 
to concepts presented in a research 
and analysis based visual study.

SCHOOL ASSESSMENT TYPES
•	 Practical (30%)

•	 Folio (40%)

•	 Visual Study (30%)

VISUAL ARTS - DESIGN 
YEAR 11

LEVEL Year 11

LENGTH 1 semester

SACE CREDITS 10

CONTENT
Students produce folios that document 
their learning and development of 
practical skills and ideas, in support of 
their own design piece. Students can 
choose the major focus of their work 
for their practical from the following: 
architectural, product, environmental, 
interior and graphic design. Students 
will annotate their work to clarify 
their thinking on artists and their 
works and document design cycle 
processes. Generation of ideas and 
inspirations from styles, movements, 
are investigated and linked to concepts 
presented in a research and analysis 
based visual study.

SCHOOL ASSESSMENT TYPES
•	 Practical (30%)

•	 Folio (40%)

•	 Visual Study (30%)

MUSIC  
 YEAR 11

LEVEL Year 11

LENGTH 1 semester or Full Year

SACE CREDITS 10 or 20

CONTENT
Students develop aesthetic appreciation 
of music, through exploring and 
responding to the music of others, and 
refining and presenting performances 
and/or compositions. These 
performances and/or compositions 
may include original works and/
or presentations of arrangements 
of existing compositions. Students 
experiment, explore, and manipulate 
musical elements to learn the art of 
constructing and deconstructing music. 
They develop and extend their musical 
literacy skills through understanding 
structural and stylistic features of music, 
expressing their musical ideas, and 
reflecting on and critiquing their own 
music. Students have the opportunity 
to perform regularly. 

SCHOOL ASSESSMENT TYPES
•	 Creative Works (80%)

•	 Music Literacy (20%)

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ARTS (continued)

VISUAL ARTS - ART 
YEAR 11
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LEVEL Year 11

LENGTH 1 semester

SACE CREDITS 10

CONTENT
Students explore the powerful, 
changing role of global media through 
study of media’s ability to entertain, 
inform, persuade, influence culture and 
shape identity. 

Students develop production skills 
through creation of media products 
learning about the stages of production. 
By studying a range of texts, including 
films, television series, podcasts, forms 
of social media and games, students 
develop an understanding of current 
media issues and develop media literacy 
skills in critical analysis. This subject will 
be resulted as Creative Arts.

SCHOOL ASSESSMENT TYPES
•	 Product (50%)

•	 Folio (50%)

LEVEL Year 11

LENGTH 1 semester

SACE CREDITS 10

CONTENT
Students explore the process of 
creating, performing, and analysing 
theatrical works. They develop skills in 
improvisation, script development, and 
ensemble collaboration while refining 
voice, movement, and characterisation. 
Throughout the semester, students 
experiment with a range of styles, 
practitioners, and themes, responding 
creatively through drama as their 
primary form. They rehearse and 
present performances, reflect on 
their artistic choices, and evaluate 
their own and others’ work. Students 
also investigate production elements 
such as staging, design, and technical 
aspects to understand how meaning is 
communicated to audiences in diverse 
contexts. This subject will be resulted as 
Creative Arts.

SCHOOL ASSESSMENT TYPES
•	 Product (50%)

•	 Folio (50%)

FILMMAKING  
YEAR 11

LEVEL Year 11

LENGTH 1 semester

SACE CREDITS 10

CONTENT
Students engage in the creative process 
with a focus on dance as their primary 
artistic product. They develop practical 
skills in movement, choreography, 
and performance while exploring 
ideas through experimentation and 
improvisation. Students investigate 
artistic influences and contexts to 
inform their work, and apply safe dance 
practices. They plan, create, and refine 
original dance pieces, often collaborating 
with others. Through evaluation 
and reflection, students refine their 
creative decisions and performance 
quality. The course supports 
the development of confidence, 
creativity, and an understanding of 
dance as a powerful medium for 
communication and expression. 

SCHOOL ASSESSMENT TYPES
•	 Product (50%)

•	 Folio (50%)

ARTS (continued)

DANCE PERFORMANCE
YEAR 11

STAGE PERFORMANCE
YEAR 11
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VISUAL ARTS - ART
YEAR 12

 
LEVEL Year 12

LENGTH Full Year

SACE CREDITS 20

CONTENT
Students produce backup folios 
that document their learning and 
development of practical skills and 
ideas, in support of their own artwork. 
Students can choose the major focus 
of their work for their practical from the 
following: painting, drawing, ceramics, 
sculpture, printmaking, mixed media, 
fabrication (metal, plastic, wood), 
installation, textiles and many more. 
Students will annotate their work to 
clarify their thinking on artists and 
their works and document artmaking 
processes. Generation of ideas and 
inspirations from styles and art 
movements, are investigated and linked 
to concepts presented in a research 
and analysis based visual study.

SCHOOL ASSESSMENT TYPES
•	 Practical Finals (30%)

•	 Folios (40%)

•	 External – Visual Study (30%)

VISUAL ARTS - DESIGN 
YEAR 12

LEVEL Year 12

LENGTH Full Year

SACE CREDITS 20

CONTENT
Students produce folios that document 
their learning and development of 
practical skills and ideas, in support of 
their own design piece. Students can 
choose the major focus of their work 
for their practical from the following: 
architectural, product, environmental, 
interior and graphic design. Students 
annotate their work to clarify their 
thinking on artists and their works and 
document design cycle processes. 
Generation of ideas and inspirations 
from styles and movements, are 
investigated and linked to concepts 
presented in a research and analysis 
based visual study.

SCHOOL ASSESSMENT TYPES
•	 Practical Finals (30%)

•	 Folios (40%)

•	 External – Visual Study (30%)

MUSIC PERFORMANCE  
 YEAR 12

LEVEL Year 12

LENGTH Full Year

SACE CREDITS 20

CONTENT
This is a practical course. Students 
develop and extend their musical 
skills and techniques in creating 
performances as a soloist and as part 
of an ensemble. They interpret songs 
and apply to their performances an 
understanding of the style, structure, 
and conventions appropriate to the 
repertoire. Students extend their 
musical literacy through discussing key 
musical elements of the repertoire and 
interpreting songs. Students express 
their musical ideas through performing, 
critiquing and evaluating their own 
performances.

SCHOOL ASSESSMENT TYPES
•	 Performance (30%)

•	 Performance and Discussion (40%)

•	 External - Performance Portfolio (30%)

ARTS (continued)
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MUSIC EXPLORATIONS  
 YEAR 12

LEVEL Year 12

LENGTH Full Year

SACE CREDITS 20

CONTENT
This course emphasises learning 
through exploration and experimenting 
with music. Through exploration of 
musical styles and influences, the 
elements of music, and how music is 
made, students process and synthesise 
the key learning that has taken place. 
Students develop musical literacy and 
engage critically and creatively with 
music through responding to their 
own and others’ works. This subject is 
flexible in its design, allowing individual 
and collaborative exploration options 
in performing, composing, arranging 
and exploring music technology. 
Through practical application of their 
understanding of musical elements, 
students learn to analyse and 
deconstruct music, manipulate sound 
and create musical works that express 
their ideas and emotions.

SCHOOL ASSESSMENT TYPES
•	 Music Literacy (30%)

•	 Explorations (40%)

•	 External - Creative Connections (30%)

DANCE PERFORMANCE 
YEAR 12

LEVEL Year 12

LENGTH Full Year

SACE CREDITS 20

CONTENT
Students engage in the creative 
process with dance as their primary 
artistic form. They develop practical 
skills in movement, choreography, and 
performance, exploring ideas through 
experimentation, improvisation, and 
creative inquiry. Students investigate 
artistic influences, styles, and cultural 
contexts to inform their work, while 
applying safe dance practices.

Through planning, creating, and 
refining original dance pieces, students 
communicate meaning through 
movement. They evaluate and reflect 
on their processes and performances, 
using feedback to enhance technical 
and expressive quality. This subject will 
be resulted as Creative Arts.

SCHOOL ASSESSMENT TYPES
•	 Product (50%)

•	 Inquiry (20%)

•	 External – Practical Skills (30%)

STAGE PERFORMANCE
YEAR 12

 
LEVEL Year 12

LENGTH Full Year

SACE CREDITS 20

CONTENT
Students explore the processes of 
devising, performing, and analysing 
theatrical works. They develop 
and refine skills in improvisation, 
script development, and ensemble 
collaboration, while extending their 
capabilities in voice, movement, and 
characterisation.

Throughout the course, students 
experiment with a range of dramatic 
styles, practitioners, and themes, using 
drama as their primary mode of creative 
expression. They rehearse, refine, and 
present performances for an audience, 
and critically reflect on their artistic 
intentions and outcomes. Students 
analyse both their own work and the 
work of others. They investigate key 
production elements and communicate 
in varied contexts. This subject will be 
resulted as Creative Arts.

SCHOOL ASSESSMENT TYPES
•	 Product (50%)

•	 Inquiry (20%)

•	 External – Practical Skills (30%)

ARTS (continued)
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FILMMAKING 
YEAR 12

LEVEL Year 12

LENGTH Full Year

SACE CREDITS 20

CONTENT
Students develop media literacy 
through knowledge and understanding 
and skills in production. They research, 
discuss, and analyse various media 
texts, interact with, and create media 
products.

Students explore the role of media 
in Australian and global contexts, 
and how media can influence the 
way people receive and interpret 
information about the world. Students 
respond in small production teams, 
documenting their process in folio 
formats of pre- production, production 
and post-production. Students work 
collaboratively and individually reflect 
on and evaluate film making intentions. 
This subject will be resulted as Creative 
Arts.

SCHOOL ASSESSMENTS
•	 Product (50%)

•	 Inquiry (20%)

•	 External: Practical Skills (30%)

ARTS (continued)
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